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By
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These notes are written after a series of detailed observations in the
course of a mission in the Far East. The human figure and the animal
occupy a very important place in Far Eastern decorations. One sees them
mixed up in the volute of ornaments, a symbol of the fusion of the creatures
in this universe and of the transformations which are explained by the theory
of metempsychosis. The vegetable kingdom transforming itself into the animal
one is a motif frequently noticed as much in Cambodia as in Annam or in
the islands of Oceania.

But it also happens that things, objects and elements are equally com-
bined with the decoration, be it in painting or in sculpture. The very im-
portant solution which the Chinese have given to stylicised clouds in their
decorations is well known. I shall give here another example of motif
lent to an element, the flying flame which accompanies mythological scenes
sculptured on the bas-reliefs or painted in frescoes upon the walls of temples
at Bali, in Java, in Burma and in Cambodia.

These flames, chiefly In Bali and in Java, have a magical character and
represent under a plastic form the energy and the spiritual power which
emanate from certain beings, Gods, Heroes or Priests. This ornament which
affects at times quite varied forms symbolises the occult power which the
personages possess in them; it gives an external manifestation, it materialises
this power under a concrete and visible form.

The most ordinary and the simplest form is generally a flame, elongated
and pointed at one extremity, lightly undulated and rolled up in spiral at
its lower'end (fig. 4).

In the island of Bali this motif intervenes very frequently in modern
decorations and it affects the most bizarre and the most varied forms. This
conforms with the character of the Balinesc who, in spite of the contact re-
ceived by them with Hindu civilization, are an essentially Animist people.
These people have preserved yet very vividly the souvenir of ancient cultures
which spread from Oceania right up to the Asiatic continent and over it.
Of this culture we still notice in our time the traces in certain tribes of Indo-
Chma, We know that the very first inhabitants of this latter country were
of MalayoPolynesian race; the manners, customs and arts of Annamites and
Cambodians still afford evidence of the traces of this ancient civilization
upon which have been grafted a Chinese civilization in the North of Indo-
China and the Hindu civilization in the South,